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Around the District

Community Events

Notable Dates

Reminders

ExceleRate Illinois helps prepare
children for success. Their quality rating
and improvement system gives school
based preschool programs an
improvement system and process that
helps schools impact their youngest
learners. ExceleRate is anchored by a
set of standards that focus on early
learning and development and places a
high priority on instructional excellence,
family services, staff qualifications,
professional development, and program
administration. 

Central to its design is the recognition of
multiple forms of evidence to meet the
universal standards. Evidence is
obtained through the monitoring visits
conducted through National Louis
University’s contract with the Illinois
State Board of Education. The state
sends a team in to evaluate the
classroom through the McCormick
center. 

The Silver Circle of Quality recognizes
completion of a rigorous self-
assessment and implementation of a
continuous quality improvement
process, as verified by an independent
assessor. Silver Circle programs meet or
exceed specific quality benchmarks on
learning environment and instructional
quality, along with selected
administrative standards, qualifications,

...Recognition Cont’d!

and professional development.(not
all standards) We are excited to
announce that the Silver Circle of
Quality was achieved by Blackhawk
and Empire Schools.

The Gold Circle of Quality recognizes
programs that have demonstrated
quality on all standards, as validated
by an independent assessor. Gold
Circle programs meet or exceed
specific quality benchmarks on
learning environment, instructional
quality, and all administrative
standards; group size and ratios;
qualifications; and professional
development. Congratulations to
Center and Lincoln Douglas Schools
for achieving the Gold circle

Preschool Recognition!

https://www.fsd145.org/cms/lib/IL49000005/Centricity/Domain/4/_Around%20the%20District%2010_18_24.mp4
https://www.fsd145.org/cms/lib/IL49000005/Centricity/Domain/4/EVENTS%2010_18_24%20.pdf
https://www.fsd145.org/cms/lib/IL49000005/Centricity/Domain/4/DATES%2010_18_24.pdf
https://www.fsd145.org/cms/lib/IL49000005/Centricity/Domain/4/REMINDERS%2010_18_24%20.pdf


October 2024
National Principal

Appreciation Week 
October 20-25

National Principals Appreciation Week is
celebrated in the month of October to
recognize the role of principals in the
education system. Principals are
responsible for many aspects of school
operations, including curriculum,
discipline, and staff management. They
also play a critical role in shaping the
quality of education and the future of
students. 

We extend our sincere appreciation and
gratitude to our exceptional team of
school administrators. Their unwavering
commitment to supporting our staff and
students goes well beyond the confines
of the school day. We take great pride in
the contributions they make.

Recognizing Our Principals .....Principals Cont’d
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PROCLAMATION FROM THE
GOVERNOR’S OFFICE

Blackhawk
Stacey Kleindl

Center
Amanda Hayes

Empire
Ramon Viveros

Lincoln-Douglas
Melissa Sago

FHS
Sarah Hasken

FMS
Danielle Summers

Carl Sandburg
Dr. Beth Summers

Jones-Farrar
Jennifer DeJong

HEAR YE
HEAR YE



October 2024

ILMEA QUALIFIERS

Upcoming Productions
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Homcoming 2024

The Magic Bookmobile Rides Again!
Thursday, October 24

6 p.m.
Carl Sandburg Cafeteria.

5th & 6th Grade Play

Mean Girls: High School Version. Variety
says "Tina Fey's catty book and Nell
Benjamin's saucy lyrics pump laughs into
this smart, funny, musical-comedy
version of the 2004 movie." When Cady
becomes the new girl at North Shore High
School in Chicago, she is desperate to fit
in and find friends. With dynamic songs
for young performers, Mean Girls is an
anthem to friendship, loyalty, girl power,
and being true to yourself. Tim Connors
directs this lively musical.

FHS PRESENTS: MEAN GIRLS

THE MAGIC

THE MAGIC

Congratulations to all the amazing FHS
student musicians and vocalists who made IL

Music EducatIonn Association  District 8
Festival!!! 

We are Pretzel Proud of You!

Freeport High School's Student Council
organized the school's annual Homecoming
celebration. The week's events included a
chalk competition, the parade, an all school
assembly, and Saturday night's dance
which was attended by over 400 FHS
students. Each of the Homecoming events
was led by the Student Council executive
board which includes students Sophia
Pedersen, Isabel Gastel, Mya Ortiz, Steven
Van, and Madison Coplein. Haley Kurtz and
Jaci Ogden are the Student Council
Advisors at FHS. We thank our MANY
community partners who joined us for the
parade! What an awesome partnership!


